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TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH TOMASI 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 16, 2007 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, on April 9, 
our community lost a giant of a man dedicated 
to the greater good and betterment of all. Jo-
seph Tomasi, lifetime labor union leader and 
resident of Ohio, passed from this life to the 
next at the age of 86 after a decade long and 
valiant struggle with kidney disease. He loved 
his family and community and devoted his 
noble life to the cause of working men and 
women. 

For nearly all his life, Mr. Tomasi built the 
labor movement within Ohio and America. In 
an effort to stand up for what he believed in, 
Mr. Tomasi lost his first job because of partici-
pation in union activities, and later dedicated 
his life to this cause. He served our Nation 
during World War II in the United States Army 
and was awarded the Purple Heart medal. 
When he returned, Mr. Tomasi continued to 
exhibit his dedication to his community by 
working as the director of Region 2B for the 
United Auto Workers for 17 years. Even after 
retirement, Mr. Tomasi helped to establish and 
served on the board for the Northwest Ohio 
Cooperative Labor Management Center at the 
University of Toledo. His efforts there saved 
thousands of jobs in our region through careful 
attention to negotiated workouts and settle-
ments and gained respect from all involved. 

Joe Tomasi showed compassion to all. He 
gave back to the community every chance he 
was given. He served on numerous boards 
and committees throughout the Northwest 
Ohio area, always striving to help bridge the 
gap between management and labor. 

Mr. Tomasi’s calm and collected manner, 
his keen insight and unbounding enthusiasm 
will be missed by all. He always fought for the 
underdog—in his profession, his community, 
and his politics. His spirit inspired all those 
who knew him. May God royally bless him for 
a life lived for others. We extend our deepest 
sympathies to Mr. Tomasi’s daughter, son, 
grandchildren, brothers and sister and ex-
tended family. We know Joe joins his child-
hood sweetheart, Evelyn, in the heavens be-
yond. 
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RECOGNIZING JOSEPH WHALON 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 16, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Joseph Whalon, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 264, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joseph has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Joseph has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Joseph Whalon for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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SAFETEA–LU TECHNICAL 
CORRECTIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 26, 2007 

Mr. MITCHELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to thank 
our Chairman, JAMES OBERSTAR, for his dedi-
cation to our Nation’s highways, and for his 
willingness to work with me on an issue of 
great importance to Arizona as H.R. 1195 con-
tinues its way through the legislative process. 

H.R. 1195 makes technical corrections to 
the law that funds our Nation’s highways: the 
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Trans-
portation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 
(‘‘SAFETEA–LU’’). 

Unfortunately, when the law was drafted, Ar-
izona was left out of a key provision. That pro-
vision concerns the Federal funding share that 
is made available for certain highway projects. 

Under existing law, the Federal Government 
is supposed to assume a larger share for Fed-
eral highway projects in states with large pro-
portions of Federal lands. 

Currently, SAFETEA–LU identifies 6 such 
states with large amounts of public land. 

Unfortunately, Arizona . . . which ranks 3rd 
in the Nation in public lands . . . was left off 
that list. 

I believe this was a mistake, and should be 
corrected along with all the other mistakes that 
H.R. 1195 addresses. 

At the time SAFETEA–LU was initially draft-
ed, no one from Arizona served on the House 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, and thus, there was no one to bring this 
omission to the Committee’s attention. 

I am now proud to serve on that committee. 
When we marked up H.R. 1195 earlier this 

month, I offered an amendment to add Ari-
zona to the list of states with large amounts of 
public lands which are supposed to receive a 
higher Federal share. 

My amendment was budget-neutral. It would 
have cost nothing. It would not have reduced 
any other state’s highway funding. Rather, it 
would have merely given our state . . . a 
state with more public lands than 47 other 
states . . . the flexibility it needs to allocate its 
Federal funding between our various highway 
projects. 

At the Chairman’s request, and in exchange 
for his commitment to work with me on this 
issue as H.R. 1195 goes to conference 
comittee, I withdrew my amendment. I know 
the Chairman understands how important this 
is to Arizona, and I am grateful for his assist-
ance. 

I would also like to publicly thank Senator 
JON KYL, who has been a champion of this 
issue for years. He has fought hard for this in 
the Senate, and I know he will do the same 
again this year. I look forward to working with 
him as well, for the good of Arizona, when the 
bill reaches conference committee. 

IN HONOR OF THE EQUALITY 
RIDERS 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 16, 2007 

Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to an extraordinary group of 
young adults—The Equality Riders—who have 
dedicated 2 months of their lives, traveling 
thousands of miles, visiting 32 colleges and 
universities around the country and talking to 
countless students, faculty members and staff 
in pursuit of social justice. 

The spirit of The Equality Ride was born out 
of the recognition that homophobia is globally 
pervasive and that no country, state, city, 
community or school escapes its reach. The 
Equality Ride offers a unique opportunity for 
student activists to dedicate their time and en-
ergy in the pursuit of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 
and Transgendered equality through the prac-
tice of nonviolent resistance and educational 
campaigns. 

I embrace the spirit of The Equality Ride 
and these leaders in the fight for social justice. 
The participants of the Equality Ride as well 
as its supporters have changed numerous 
lives, raised awareness and challenged no-
tions regarding homosexuality through both on 
and off campus activities. 

While conducting their work on the various 
campuses, riders confront some of their 
harshest critics and engage in structured dia-
logue with the academic community through 
classroom presentations, panel discussions, 
school-wide forums and film screenings as 
well as informal interactions. Outside of the 
college and university campuses, communities 
have welcomed the riders to share in worship, 
potlucks, fundraisers and meetings. 

I applaud these riders and their supporters 
who have tirelessly waged a campaign of truth 
based on the nonviolent practices of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and Mahatma Gandhi to 
end the cycle of fear and misunderstanding 
that causes this vicious form of prejudice. As 
the Chairman of the Subcommittee on the 
Constitution, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, it 
is my great honor to pay tribute to these vi-
sionary young people and congratulate them 
on their courage, determination and dedica-
tion. 
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RECOGNIZING ALEX J. MARTIN 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 16, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Alex J. Martin, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 264, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Alex has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Alex has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 
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